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mental life as they had done when the Prince Consort died. At
the core of it was religion. No one will ever understand Victorian
England who does not appreciate that among highly civilized,
in contradistinction to more primitive, countries it was one of the
most religious that the world has known. Moreover its particular
type of Christianity laid a peculiarly direct emphasis upon con-
duct; for, though it recognized both grace and faith as essentials
to salvation, it was in practice also very largely a doctrine of
salvation by works. This type, which had come to dominate
churchmen and nonconformists alike, may be called, using the
term in a broad sense, evangelicalism. Starting early in the
eighteenth century as far back as William Law, author of the
Serious Catty coming down through the Wesleys and Whitefield,
Johnson and Cowper, Clarkson and Wilberforce and the Clap-
ham 'Sect', great schoolmasters like Thomas Arnold and Charles
Wordsworth, great nobles like the Greys on the whig side and the
philanthropic Lord Shaftesbury on the tory, not to mention many
nineteenth-century preachers and divines, it became after Queen
Victoria's marriage practically the religion of the court, and
gripped all ranks and conditions of society. After Melbourne's
departure it inspired nearly every front-rank public man, save
Palmerston, for four decades. That does not mean that they were
all Evangelicals in the sense of being bigots for the low church,
as Shaftesbury and Cairns were—Bright was a quaker; Glad-
stone and Selborne and Salisbury were pronounced high church-
men; Livingstone, like many another, was reared in Scottish
presbyterianism. But nothing is more remarkable than the way
in which evangelicalism in the broader sense overleaped sec-
tarian barriers and pervaded men of all creeds; so that even
T. H. Huxley, the agnostic, oozed it from every pore of his con-
troversial writing, and Cardinal Newman, the convert to Rome,
composed in The Dream of Gerontius a poem of pure catholic
orthodoxy, to which nevertheless no Irish or continental catholic
could have given its peculiar flavour at that time, nor any one,
probably, who had not breathed from early life the air of evan-
gelical England. Even Disraeli, by nature as remote from it as
Palmcrston, paid every deference to it in politics, and conformed
to all its externals in Hughenden church.
The essentials of evangelicalism were three. First, its literal
stress on the Bible. It made the English the 'people of a book',
somewhat as devout Moslems are, but as few other Europeans

